DIRECTIVE …../2023
A DIRECTIVE ISSUED TO CONTROL SALT MARKETING.  
WHEREAS, it has become necessary to safeguard the economic benefit of the local community and the country as a whole by eliminating illegal trade in the supply, distribution and marketing of salt product;
WHEREAS, it is essential to follow-up and control the supply of quality and iodized edible salt and protecting the people from the utilization of raw, washed and chemical zed salt used for industrial input; 

WHEREAS, it has been found necessary to protect the consumers from unfair trade and shortage by establishing a system through which the required quality and amount of salt product is obtained with fair price; 
NOW, THEREFORE, the Ministry of Trade and Regional Integration has issued this Directive pursuant to the provisions of Article 19 (4) of the Definitions of Powers and Duties of the Executive Organs Proclamation No. 1263/2021 and Article 46 (2) of the Trade Competition and Consumers Protection Proclamation No. 813/2014.  

PART ONE 
GENERAL 
1. Short Title 

This Directive may be cited as the “Salt Marketing Directive No…../2023.”
2. Definitions 

Unless the context otherwise requires, in this Directive:-

1. “Trader” means any person who professionally and for gain carries on any of the activities specified under Article 5 of the Commercial Code Proclamation No. 1243/2020 or who dispenses services, or who carries on those commercial activities designated as such by law;

2. “Raw Salt Producer” means any trader who produces and supply to the market raw salt mineral in accordance with the license issued by salt endowed region or any other authorized body, as appropriate; 

3. “Salt Processing Factory” means  a factory situated in salt producing area and:- 
a/ Wash,  iodize & pack raw salt to 50 kilo gram by marking that the salt is iodized and directly supply in wholesale for the edible purpose of human beings or to food processing industries; 

b/ Wash raw salt and pack to 50 kg by marking that the salt is washed and supply in wholesale to industries who use it as input;
c/ Mix raw salt with Naphtali and pack to 50 kg by marking that the salt is not edible and supply in wholesale to industries  who use it as input; 

d/ substitute imported table salt or processed export standard salt and supply to the market; 

4. “Small Scale Salt Processor” means any trader located at any place of the country who receive iodize salt  from wholesalers or salt processing factories & grind it or grind washed salt and mix it with iodine and pack in the amount of not more than 3 kg and supply to the market; 

5. “wholesale Salt Distributor” means any trader  who purchase the product from salt processing factories and transport to different locations and store in a warehouse registered for this particular purpose and distribute to small processors or retailers; 

6. “Retailer” means any trader who purchase edible iodize salt from suppliers or distributors and sell directly to consumers;
7. “Salt trader” means Any person who participate in the marketing chain of salt business from producing up to retailing; 

8.   “Edible Salt” means any iodized salt which fulfill mandatory Ethiopian standard CES 70 and prepared for the edible purpose of human beings; 

9. “Washed Salt” means salt ready for the purpose of iodizing or industry input by eliminating harmful substances; 

10. “Naphtali Chemical” means the chemical mixed with unwashed salt  used for industry input and is not edible for humankind;   

11. “Food Industry Input Salt” means iodize salt packed with 50 kg bag and supplied for the purpose of edible food processing input industries;
12. “Industry input salt” means unwashed salt mix with Naphtali chemical and supplied for the purpose of industry input packed with bags by affixing marking showing that it is not edible; 

13. “Salt product marking” means without prejudice to other product description requirements, a description showing on the packing bag that the salt is unwashed, iodize edible salt  or Naphtali mixed industry input salt; 
14. “Relevant Body” means any government office authorized to administer trade in a region;
15. “Region” means any state referred to under Article 47 of the Constitution of the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia and includes the Addis Ababa and Dire Dawa City Administrations;                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          
16. “Salt Endowed Region” means any region which salt mineral is available as natural resource;
17. “Ministry” means the Ministry of Trade and Regional Integration; 

18.  “Person” means any natural or juridical person;
19. The provisions of this directive set out in masculine gender shall also apply to the feminine gender.

3. Scope of Application 

This directive shall apply on any salt marketing activities carried out in the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia and any trader who engaged in such transaction. 

PART TWO

DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES 
4. Duties And Responsibilities Of the Ministry 

The Ministry shall:-

1. Create direct market integration for salt processing factories and industry input whenever the shortage of salt occurs;
2. Control that the edible salt produced and supplied to the market by processing factories fulfill the mandatory Ethiopian standard CES70;
3. Control that industries who are allowed to use washed salt as industry input receive the salt by bags marked with particular marking and used it only for the intended purpose;
4. Follow up and control jointly with other stakeholders whether salt marketing is conducted at all levels based on fair competition in accordance with the provisions of this directive;
5. Follow that the requirement used by edible salt processing factories to select wholesaler traders is transparent, does not contradict with law and includes all areas;
6. Work with concerned stakeholders to eliminate any trade barriers which create problem on free movement of salt products;
7. Respond to any problem encountered in the supply of salt for small processors and industry input and any complaint and inquiries relating to salt marketing;
8. Conduct other activities necessary for the implementation of this directive. 

5. Duties And Responsibilities Of the Relevant Body
The Relevant body shall:-

1. Control that the iodized edible salt is supplied to the market packed with the necessary labeling and fulfilling  mandatory Ethiopian standard CES70; 

2. Take legal action when salt which brought from unknown source and does not fulfill mandatory Ethiopian standard CES70 is found in the market. 

6. Duties And Responsibilities Of the Relevant Body of Salt Indowed Region 
The Relevant Body of Salt Endowed Region shall:-
1. Follow up and ensure that salt product processing factories and industries to whom market integration is created obtain sufficient salt product;
2. Work in collaboration with the stakeholders of the Region and the ministry in order to ensure the sustainable supply and fair distribution of salt;
3. Ensure that unwashed salt used for industry input is mixed with chemical and packed with marked bag and is not supplied to the market for edible purpose and washed salt is transport with its own packing bag marked that it is not for selling purpose. 
PART THREE 
OBLIGATIONS OF TRADERS PARTICIPATING IN THE VALUE CHAIN OF SALT BUSINESS 
7. Obligations of Raw Salt Producer 

Any raw salt producer shall produce salt with the necessary quality and on timely basis and supply to processing factories for which market integration is created.
8. Obligations of Raw Salt Mixer with Naphtali  

Any raw salt mixer with Naphtali shall:-

1. Prepare raw salt with Naphtali in the Salt Endowed Region only; 

2. Pack and supply Naphtali mixed raw salt with marked bag showing that it is not edible or not for the market purpose and sell only for distributors or suppliers to whom market integration is created. 

9. Obligations of Naphtali Mixed Raw Salt Supplier to Industries 
Any supplier of Naphtali mixed raw salt to the industries shall:-

1. Purchase raw salt mixed with Naphtali and supply to industries; 

2. Keep and organize data showing to which industries the product is distributed and submit same when required by the concerned organs. 

10. Obligations of Salt Processing Factories 

Any salt processing factory shall :-

1. Purchase salt from raw salt producers based on the market integration channel;
2. Supply edible and iodized salt with sufficient and regular amount by fulfilling mandatory Ethiopian standard CES 70;
3. Supply iodize salt for food industries and small scale processors through wholesalers or suppliers  by packing up to 50 kg bag;
4. Wash raw salt and supply to permitted industries and small scale processors directly or through distributors;

5. Supply the three types of processed salt specified under sub-articles (2), (3) and (4) of this Article by their own marked bag;
6.  Select and nominate wholesalers who distribute or supply salt to industries based on transparent criteria; 

7. Store reserve iodized salt in registered warehouse outside the processing area or region temporarily to prevent shortage of product. 

11. Obligations of Wholesalers of Salt 
     Any wholesaler of salt shall:-

1. Purchase salt from processing factories and supply to small scale processors or retailers;
2. Supply iodize salt to food manufacturing industries whenever required;
3. Store iodize salt product sufficient for one months in order to solve any unforeseen shortage of product by notifying the concerned authorized organs.

12. Obligations of small scale processors
Any small scale processor shall process salt by grinding iodize  salt or grind and iodize washed salt that it obtained directly from processing factories or wholesalers and pack up to 3 kg and supply to retailers by fulfilling mandatory Ethiopian standard CES 70. 

13. Obligations of Retailers
Any salt retailer shall:-  

1. Receive iodize salt from wholesalers or small scale processors and supply it directly to consumers;
2. Ensure that the edible salt supplied to consumers has the required weight. 

PART FOUR 
MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS
14.  Handling Information 

1. Any salt processor and wholesale distributor shall keep information of production and distribution of salt product and is obliged to submit it when required by the concerned regulatory body.
2. Any transport company who transport salt product by any means from production area to any other destination shall keep information and is obliged to submit it when required by the concerned regulatory body. 
15. Disclosure of Information 

The ministry and the relevant body may disclose to the public any administrative and legal measure taken against any salt traders when it is confirmed that they are engaged in illegal activities. 

16. Liability 

1. Any salt trader who violates this Directive shall be liable pursuant to the provisions of the Trade Competition and Customers Protection Proclamation No. 813/2014 and any other applicable laws of the country. 

2. Any individual who is not a trader participate in illegal salt supply, marketing and store beyond the capacity of household shall be liable pursuant to the provisions of Trade Competition and Customer Protection Proclamation No. 813/2014 and other applicable laws of the country. 

17. Duty to Cooperate 
Any concerned federal and regional government bodies shall have the duty to cooperate with the Ministry and the Relevant Body for the proper implementation of this Directive.
18. Repealed Directives and Practices 
No directive and practice shall, in so far as it is inconsistent with this Directive, be applicable with respect to matters covered hereunder. 

19. Effective Date 
This Directive shall come in to force on this 27th day of March 2023.
Addis Ababa

Gebremeskel Chala Motalo

Minister of Trade & Regional Integration of the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia
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